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Holocaust witnesses



Anne Frank
• Born in Francoforte, Germany, on 12 July 1929

• His father’s friends helped them to hide from the 
Nazi

• The Gestapo caught and took them to the 
Bergen-Belsen camp where she dies by typhus 
with her family

• Famous for her diary started as a romance story 
and became an important historical source



Primo Levi
• Born in 1919 in Turin  and exposed to italian literature 

from young age

• Got his chemistry diploma while he was in Auschwitz 
and he talks about his feeling in his poetries

• Affirms that people more civilized were less suitable to 
survive

• Describes a typical day there in one of his poem

• Released in 1945 by Soviets 

“If this is a man”, Primo levi, 1947

“The drowned and the saved”, Primo Levi, 1986



Liliana Segre
• Liliana Segre is an Italian Holocaust survivor, born in 

September 1930

• Jewish origins

• in 1938 Segre was expelled from her primary school 
after the promulgation of the Italian Racial Laws

• In 1943 she was arrested with her family and 
deported to the Auschwitz concentration camp. With 
the end of the war in 1945 she returned to Milan, 
being the only survivor among her relatives



Sami Modiano
• Born in Rhodes, 18 July 1930

• Took to Birkenau after the armistice between Italy 
and the Allies on the 8 of september in 1943

• Risked more than a time the death

• Saved by two of his companion and camouflaged 
with dead bodies

• Was released by the Soviets on January 27 1945

“For this I have lived”, Sami Modiano,2013 

“All in front of these eyes”, Walter Veltroni, 2018



Lidia Tishler

• 93 years old (1928), Czech/British holocaust survivor

• From September 1942 to May 1945 in various 
concentration camps

• They had to go to the “selection” for the gas chamber 
where she lost her mother

• She lost everything and worked in the market gardens 

• It was worst for older people → deprived of their lives

• Remember = best way to learn from the Holocaust



Quotes

“Auschwitz was hell” 
- Lidia Tishler

“I was not released from Birkenau, I am still there”
- Sami Modiano, La Repubblica 

interview 08/23/20

“The story of life inside the camp: the work, the selections for the gas 
chamber, the grayness of the snow due to the ashes, the sense of 

competition among the prisoners,the constant obsession with hunger”

- Liliana Segre

“Meditate because it has been”
- Primo Levi, if this is a men, 1947


