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What He did
- Martin Luther King is one of the
most iconic figures of the twentieth
century.

- Less than forty years ago there
were separate public drinking
fountains for blacks and whites,
separate balconies for blacks in the
theater, seats in the back of the bus
for blacks only.

- The struggle to change these
conditions and gain equal rights
before the law for citizens of all
ethnicities was the background
scene of Martin Luther King's.



When did He start

-He did much during his lifetime for
equal civil rights.

-One of the most famous episodes
of his life was on December 10,
1955 the episode that started the
civil rights movement when the
African-American Rosa Parks on a
bus occupies a seat reserved for
whites and is arrested for refusing
to stand up.

-The boycott lasted 382 days, until
the movement achieved the
abolition of segregation on public
transportation.



Manifestations

He is remembered for many
demonstrations for the civil rights
the most important one is the
march of the 250,000 in
Washington to ask for the
approval of the law on the
equality of civil rights: in front of
a crowd of blacks and whites who
sing and pray around the Lincoln
monument, and there King
pronounces his famous prophetic
speech: "I still have a dream Civil
Rights Act is finally passed on
February 10, 1964



Victor Hugo

Victor Hugo

Federico Balena



Hugo’s thought

Hugo’s thought is severe towards his time 
and the society in which he lives, however 
refusing any arbitrary condemnation and 
any purely Manichean position. He is a 
reformist and would like to change society: 
in this sense, he denounces social 
inequality, and in particular the rich who 
capitalize their possessions without re-
admitting them to production. Similarly, he 
is against violence if it is practiced against a 
democratic government, but justifies it to 
overthrow an illegitimate power. 



Struggles for rights

• He fought also against child labor, 
against misery, on the condition of 
women, against religious education 
and in favor of secular and free 
school, in favor of peace and the 
federal unity of Europe, in favor of 
universal suffrage.

• Hugo also fought for the civil rights 
of exploited prostitutes, forced by 
poverty into this work. There were 
also many Parisian prostitutes 
watching Hugo, under the Arc de 
Triomphe after his death, and "for 
the occasion, the street prostitutes 
decided to offer their services free 
of charge to their clients, a sort of 
tribute to the writer who had been 
the their champion and defender ". 



Nelson Mandela
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands,
that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his
language, that goes to his heart.”

Emanuele Giannini



Mandela’s Biography

Nelson Mandela, one of the most
recognizable human rights symbols of the
twentieth century, is a man whose
dedication to the liberties of his people
inspires human rights advocates
throughout the world. Born in Transkei,
South Africa, Mandela was the son of a
tribal chief, and educated himself with a
university degree and law degree.



Political Carreer

Sentenced to life imprisonment, Mandela
became a powerful symbol of resistance for
the rising anti-apartheid movement.
Realesed in 1990, he intensified the battle
against oppression to attain the goals he and
others had set out to accomplish almost four
decades earlier. In 1994, Mandela was
inaugurated as South Africa’s first black
president, a position he held until 1999. He
presided over the transition from minority
rule and apartheid, winning international
respect for his advocacy of national and
international reconciliation



FEMINISM SUPPORTERS

• women’s human rights defendher
• history of feminism started in the XIX
century

• three waves
1^ about suffraggettes and their right to vote
(1848-1920)
2^ about sexuality, rape, domestic violence
and gender equality in the workplace (1963-
1980)
3^ about sexual harassments (1991-?)

Mathilda Mercuri



FIRST WAVE: SUSAN ANTHONY - ELIZABETH C. STANTON -
ALICE PAUL

Seneca falls convention of 1848

• Susan Anthony born into a Quaker family (everyone equal under God)

-several speeches against slavery abolition activist
- she met Elizabeth Stanton editores of the Association’s

newspapers of the revolution
- National Woman Suffrage Association
- S.A. arrested for voting in here hometown in New York                  attention to 

the suffrage movement

- E.S. National American Woman Suffrage Association’s first president
followed by S.A. who was its second
• Alice Paul in London learned how to use civil disobedience and other

«unladylike» tactics
- in 1910 brought those militant tactics to the well-established NAWSA
- in 1914 left the organization confounded the congressional

Union  which soon becameNational Women’s party
- has been arrested for the unpatriotic act of staging a seven-month picket at

the White house

-1920 president Wilson announced his support
-1920 The congress approved the constitutional amendament


