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In a (rich) man’s world 
By Francesca Giannico, Sofia Pittalà, Leonardo 
Neri, Marco Padovano



The condition of 
women in the second 
half of the XXth 
century 

• Before the end of World War II 
most countries had already 
given women the right to vote

• However all around the world 
women were still considered to 
be, in some way or another, 
inferior to men 

• This is evident in movies, 
photos, and even campaign 
advertisements from those 
years (particularily the 1950s)



The rise of the equal 
rights movement
• An important step for equal rights 

was the foundation of the PCSW 
(Presidential Commission on the 
Status of Women) established in 
1961 by JFK via executive order n.  
10980

• This and the increasing number of 
women in both social and political 
roles moved other women around 
the world to rise against patriarchy 

• Finally on March 22 1972, the US 
Supreme Court passed the Equal 
Rights Amendment (proposed in 
1923) and issued all states to ratify 
it

• To this day the states of Alabama, 
Arizona, Arkansas, Florida and 
Georgia still have not ratified it



LADY DIANA:
The woman who 

used Kindness as a 
revolutionary tool 

By Sofia Pittalà 



- She became a symbol of revolution;

- Instead of aggression, she fought them with a smile 

- "Middle generation";

- Women were presented as "Penelopes" → Lady Diana has managed to affirm that a 

woman can realize every dream only with her strength;

- It  is necessary to continue to believe in love even when everything seems lost but one 

must never forget one's value as a woman.

“As a society we owe women the opportunity to live in an 
environment that supports them, where they can grow 

and move forward.”



Gloria Steinem  (Toledo, March 25, 1934) 

- is an American writer, journalist and activist;

- from 1968, she became the most influential figure in the feminist 

movement, advocating legalized abortion and the expectation from work, 

which became the two main objectives of feminism;

- the National Women's Political Caucus (NWPC);

- the Women's Media Center.

"A woman needs a man as much as a 
fish needs a bicycle."



Betty Friedan 
(Peoria, February 4 1921 - Washington, February 4, 2006)

- was an American activist, theorist of the feminist movement of the sixties and 

seventies;

- “The Feminine Mystique”, published in 1963;

- In October 1966 founded the NOW (National Organization for Women);

- In the seventies she engaged in the battle for the approval of laws on abortion, 

women's work and other provisions for women's rights.

“Who can say what women can become when 
they are finally free to be themselves?”



Simone de Beauvoir
1908-1986



Who is Simone 
de Beauvoir?

• She was born in 1908 in France 

• She was a French writer, essayist, 
teacher, philosopher

• She traveled a lot for cultural 
education  

• She had a strong personality

• She was a feminist

• She defended her ideals to the point 
of fighting for them 

• After his trip to the United States, he 
published “the second sex”

• She died in 1986 


