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Definition of poverty
Francesco Becchetti, from Wikipedia

Poverty is not having enough material possessions or income for a person’s basic needs. Poverty 
may include social, economic, and political elements. Absolute poverty is the complete lack of the 
means necessary to meet basic personal needs, such as food, clothing, and shelter. The floor at 
which absolute poverty is defined is always about the same, independent of the person’s 
permanent location or era. On the other hand, relative poverty occurs when a person cannot 
meet a minimum level of living standards, compared to others in the same time and place. 
Therefore, the floor at which relative poverty is defined varies from one country to another, or 
from one society to another. For example, a person who cannot afford housing better than a 
small tent in an open field would be said to live in relative poverty if almost everyone else in that 
area lives in modern brick homes, but not if everyone else also lives in small tents in open fields 
(for example, in a nomadic tribe).



Poverty is not created
by poor people
Sara Terzigni & Valeria Graziosi

Since we were kids, we have always heard about the difficult realities that people in poor 
countries live, so we are conscious that poverty exists, but we have never done anything, we 
consider it “normal”. No. Now we are not children anymore and we have to do something. Even if 
is just a little contribution, we can make the difference. It’s not right that we have our chance to 
become someone in the future and other people, who maybe deserve it more, have no 
possibilities since their birth.

“It’s not right!”



Poverty is the denial of
All human rights
Andrea Li Volsi, From Muhammad Yunus’ Nobel Lecture

Peace should be understood in a human way — in a broad social, political, and economic way. 
Peace is threatened by unjust economic, social, and political order, absence of democracy, 
environmental degradation, and absence of human rights.

The creation of opportunities for the majority of people — the poor — is at the heart of the work 
that we have dedicated ourselves to during the past 30 years.

Poverty is the absence of all human rights. The frustrations, hostility and anger generated by 
abject poverty cannot sustain peace in any society. For building stable peace we must find ways to 
provide opportunities for people to live decent lives.



Muhammad Yunus
Lorenzo Gismondi

He was born on the 28th of June 1940

He won the Nobel Peace Prize thanks
to the creation of the Grameen Bank

and the microcredit system

He started to develop his first economic ideas since
observing in first person the famine of 1974

He joined Chittagong University head of the Economics
department in 1973

He studied at Chittagong College and graduated in the University of Dhaka

He’s from Chittagong (Bangladesh)



Grameen Bank’s
social projects
Sofia Corridi

Helps more rural areas of Bangladesh have phone services and actual devices (Grameen 
Phone and Grameen Telecom)

Interest-free loans for beggars, with long expiration dates and a free life insurance to 
encourage them to produce and sell at low prices

441,538 American dollars were given out and surprisingly 210,300 dollars were given back



Grameen foundation in Italy
Lucrezia Salvatore & Federico Lamartina

Fondazione Grameen Italia was born as an expression of the will of the Nobel 
Laureate Muhammad Yunus to start a center in Europe capable of promoting 
Microcredit and the so-called Social Business based on the Grameen Bank model.

The National Body for Microcredit. It is an Italian non-economic public body that 
performs functions in the field of microcredit and microfinance, at national and 
international level.



Grameen foundation in Italy
Lucrezia Salvatore & Federico Lamartina

The University of Bologna recently launched the “UNIBO for Refugees” initiative to 
promote the integration of young refugees into the university world. The University 
of Bologna offers scholarships and concessions to asylum seeker/refugee students 
who intend to enroll in university courses. This is done to help them to build up 
their future and to overcome tuition problems for university courses.

Thanks to the agreement between the University of Bologna and Fondazione 
Grameen Italia, students with international protection will be able to obtain a 
small subsidized loan to enroll in the degree or master’s degree courses of the 
University of Bologna.



The microcredit system
Damiano Magrini

Small, interest-free loans to fuel and fund people’s innovative ideas

We note a consistent pattern of modestly 
positive, but not transformative, effects”

(Abhijit Banerjee, Jonathan Zinman, and Dean Karlan,summing up some studies on microcredit)

Didn’t work out — 2 dollars are not enough to take someone out of poverty

With them, in theory, people could exit poverty and thrive financially



Brief history of microcredit
Andrea De Martino

Microcredit was first introduced in the 1950s

The modern microcredit was invented by Muhammad Yunus and the Grameen Bank

Microcredit quickly became a popular tool for economic development, with hundreds of 
institutions emerging throughout the third world



10 ways to fight poverty
In the world
Ludovico Pini

1. Buy everything at wholesale: this way, you can buy large amounts of things at low prices.

2. Create job searching for big companies to invest in your country, creating new jobs.

3. Support equal salaries for women and men.

4. Invest in education and child learnings, so they can reach good jobs.

5. Revise the juridic system so criminals can help in social works.

6. New policies to help communities.

7. Revise taxes: maybe don’t ask high taxes to poor people.

8. Give microloans.

9. Reform immigrants so they can help the society.

10. Pay attention to social safety.



ways to help
the world’s poor
Laura Muti

1. Donate to charity.

2. Call congress.

3. Inform yourself: basically, all you need to do is stay informed on the issues. Pay attention to 
what is happening in Congress and read up on current poverty-related events.

4. Use social media: follow organizations, post to bring up the idea of helping poor people.

5. Arrange Events: host parties and get $5 to get in and donate all the money to a poverty 
organization.

6. Take your time and volunteer.



Vittorio Ceccarelli

Just knowing about it is 
the first step to solve it.



Promoting the No Poverty
and Zero Hunger goals
Tommaso Pompei & Anastasia De Paolis

We think that in order to promote the No Poverty and Zero Hunger goals of the 2030 agenda, we 

should find a way for the problem to appeal to celebrities. For example, if we could have Chiara 

Ferragni donate a large sum of money to starving children and post about it online, people would 

probably follow her step and donate too: this would initiate a chain reaction, where not only 

people start donating money to a just cause, but also become aware of how serious the problem is 

and how little is needed to contribute to its resolution.



Thank you.
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